
 
 
 
#Prelude: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”               J.S. Bach  

Dr. Robert Jones, organist 
 

ADORATION 
 
#*Call to Worship:                     Pastor Desch 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 (ESV) 
 

#*Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                                         Hymn 128 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; 

“Peace on the earth, good-will to men, from heav’n’s all-gracious King!” 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing, 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 
And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 

Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 

O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing. 
 
For lo, the days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old, 

When with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 

When the new heav’n and earth shall own the Prince of Peace their King, 

And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing . 
  

TEXT: Edmund H. Sears.  MUSIC: Richard S. Willis.  

Taken from The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration.  CCLI License #541575. 
      

# Ushers will seat you at these times. 

* As the congregation stands, please feel free to remain seated as needed. 

w w w . n e p r e s b y t e r i a n . o r g 



*Apostles’ Creed             Pastor Walter 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost (Spirit), 

 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church*; the communion of saints; the for-

giveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
  
*holy catholic church: “The worldwide fellowship of believing people whose Head is Christ.  

 
CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 

 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon       Pastor Walter 
 
Lighting of the LOVE Candle (Matthew 4:13—17) – Led by David and Calleenne Newberry   
 
*Hymn: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”             Hymn 133 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!“ 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King.” 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King.” 
 
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King.” 

 
TEXT: Wesley, MUSIC: Mendelssohn.  Taken from The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration. CCLI #541575. 

 
*Hymn: “What Child is This?”                                  Hymn 137 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.  (Refrain) 

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him.  (Refrain) 

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

TEXT: William C. Dix. MUSIC: Greensleeves. Taken from The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration. CCLI #541575. 



RESPONSE 
 
Anthem: “The Hands that First Held Mary’s Child”                 Thomas Troeger/Dan Forrest  

Choral Ensemble   

© Copyright 2011 by Beckenhorst Press, Inc. CCLI #541575. 
 
*Doxology                  Hymn 625 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

Taken from The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration. CCLI #541575. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer        Pastor Walter 

 
INSTRUCTION 

Scripture              Isaiah 9:2–7 (ESV) 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shone.  3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.  4 For the yoke of his burden, and 

.  5 For every boot 

of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.  
6 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of 

his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish 

it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 

the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Message: “Behold the Light”                             Pastor Desch 

1. How He came 

2. What He brings 

3. Who He is 

4. Why we can trust Him 
 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 

*Hymn: “Emmanuel”                Hymn 134 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His Name is called Emmanuel; 

God with us, revealed in us; His Name is called Emmanuel. 
 

TEXT and MUSIC: Bob McGee.  Taken from The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration. CCLI #541575.  
Special Video: Commitment Sunday 
 
Announcements                      Pastor Desch 
 
*Benediction            

 
*Postlude: “Sing Noel, Noel!”           arr. Jerry Ray  

Dr. Robert Jones, organist 

 


