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Lesson # 4 – The Promised Kingdom1 
Review of week 3: The fall of mankind brought about spiritual death, physical death, broken 
relationships, and even the brokenness of God’s creation.  
 
Genesis 3:15 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise (or crush) your head, 
    and you shall bruise (or crush) his heel.” 
 
Genesis 12:1-3: Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country, And from your relatives 
And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you; 2 And I will make you into a 
great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing; 
3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who a curses you I will curse. And in you all 
the families of the earth will be blessed.” 
 
What is a Covenant: a binding agreement between two parties. This agreement has been 
expressed in different ways. “A bond in blood sovereignly administered” (Theologian O. 
Palmer Robertson). One of my seminary professors puts it like this: “A covenant is a 
relationship between persons, begun by the sovereign determination of the greater party, in 
which the greater commits himself to the lesser in the context of mutual loyalty, and in which 
mutual obligations serve as illustrations of that loyalty.” (Michael D. Williams). 
 
We can view all of created history as involving two covenants: 
Genesis 1-3: The Covenant of Life. Adam and Eve chose death over life.  
Genesis 3-Revelation 22: The Covenant of Grace. God makes numerous covenants with his 
people in the OT, but the covenant of grace reaches it’s fulfillment in Christ, the New 
Covenant. We can speak of other covenants as preparing and building for the coming of Christ, 
the fulfillment of all the covenants and the fulfillment of the Covenant of Grace.  
 
Why does it matter that God is a covenant God? 

 God is a relational God. He desires to be in relationship with his image bearers. 

 God is the King, and he makes the terms of the covenant. 

 We cannot keep the covenant, only Christ can. We are restored to relationship with God 
through the work of Christ applied to our account.  

                                                           
1 This study, and the material in this lesson, comes from the book, God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible by Vaughan 
Roberts, (InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL), 2002.  
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 Covenant includes obligations on both parties. We are not free to relate to God however 
we want. “We are responsible to God and responsible for his other creatures, 
accountable to our maker for his cosmos” (Gordon Spykman). 

 
How has God fulfilled his covenant? 
In Jesus, all the families (people groups) of the earth have experienced incalculable blessing 
through the transforming power of the gospel. 
 
Application:  

 How do you see the outworking on God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12 in the 
modern day church?  

 How can thinking about God as a covenant keeping God encourage you in your faith 
today?  

 
 

 
 
 


